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OKALOOSA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE
ADDENDUM OF PROBABLE CAUSE

Case#: 09-8176 DEFENDANT: RAKEEM CHAVEZ FLORENCE

On 070503 Escambia County deputies responded to the scene of a Home Invasion double Homicide.
Upon arrival the bodies of Byrd and Melanie Billings were located in the bedroom obviously dead from
multiple gunshot wounds. Two of the doors leading into the residence appeared to have been forced
open and review of the video surveillance from the residence revealed three intruders entering the
residence after all exited in a red in color Dodge van. All three suspects were armed and wearing masks,
two carrying long guns, one possibly being a pump shotgun and a third carrying a handgun. Spent shell
casings recovered at the scene were 9mm shell casings. The video showed the invasion taking
approximately 4 minutes from start to finish. Eight children all with varying degrees of disability were
also located in the residence at the time of the incident, although none of the children were found to be

injured.

On 071309 interviews were conducted at the Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office by Investigators of the

.Okaloosa and Escambia County Sheriff's Office. During these interviews Frederick Lee Thornton and

Rakeem Chavez Flarence after being advised of their rights gave statements to investigators. In these
interviews both Florence and Thornton admitted to belng involved in the Home Invasion. They stated
that forcibly entered the residence and while in the commission of the Home Invasion Both Byrd and
Melanie Billings were shot to death.

Florence stated that he was armed with angSEEs Biuring the commission of this crime.

Based on the statements of the defendants and the information which was received from Escambia
County Investigators, This Investigator has reason to believe and does believe that Freddie Lee Thornton
and Rakeem Chavez Florence did commit the crimes of an open count of Murder (2cts). These offenses
did occur in Escambia County Florida and this arrest is pursuant to the assistance to Escambia County
Sheriff's office.

W’
Robert a Grappone 4%”‘3/.

Investigator, Okaloosa County Sheriff's Office



